
                                                         

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our panellists will be discussing Cultural Policy, Creative Work, Cultural Value and Creative Cities.  
They include: 
 

Mark Banks (University of Leicester) Tully Barnett (Flinders University) 

Avril Joffe (Wits University, Johannesburg) Ben Eltham (Monash University) 

Dave O’ Brien (Edinburgh College of Art) Carl Grodach (Queensland University of Technology) 

Susan Luckman (University of South Australia) Kate Shaw (University of Melbourne) 

Julian Meyrick (Flinders University) Deborah Stevenson (Western Sydney University) 

Robert Phiddian (Flinders University) Justin O’Connor (Monash University) 

 

 

 

 
CULTURAL ECONOMY FUTURES: 

A SYMPOSIUM 
 

DATE:   11 April, Tuesday 
TIME:  09:00 am – 6:00 pm 
LOCATION: Level 7,  

                  271 Collins Street,  
                                    Melbourne VIC  
                                    3000       
RSVP: 
 earvin.cabalquinto@monash.edu 
 
 

Debates around the creative industries, and the ‘creative cities’ and ‘creative classes’ associated with 
these, have now been raging for two decades. The celebratory rhetoric associated with their early 
expressions have been met by empirically informed critical research. This has pointed to the 
economic reductionism and over-inflated expectations brought by this policy agenda; the realities and 
inequities of creative labour; the growing exclusion of creative producers – and suburban consumers 
- from the urban core; and the general erosion of any value for culture other than its contribution to 
jobs and growth. 

Yet this critical work often forgets, or disavows, the optimistic 
– even utopian – impulses which gave rise to the great 
expectations placed on the cultural and creative industries 
from the 1970s onwards. Our take-downs can often forget the 
possibilities still (we hope) inherent in the idea of culture, and 
the crucial importance of thinking about the ways in which it 
is produced and consumed. In a world that has recently taken 
a turn to the political dark side but which contains immense 
capacities to be transformed into something human, where do 
we stand in relation to the question of cultural economy?  
 This symposium brings together leading Australian and 
overseas researchers and thinkers in this field. They will 
outline how they see the contemporary stakes in various 
aspects of the cultural economy. They will cast a critical an eye 
to the future and look at where we might go in the next decade 
– if given a chance. Some of this might be utopian and 
speculative, but perhaps out of this will come a chance to seize 
the initiative and develop a new program for culture, not just 
digging trenches for the coming onslaught against it.  



                                                                                         

 
PROGRAM 
 
09.00 – 09.30  Introduction: Justin O’Connor      
 
SESSION 1:  Cultural Economy Policy 
 
09.30 – 10.00  Mark Banks 
 
10.00 – 10.30   Avril Joffe 
 
10.30 – 11.00   Q & A 
 
11.00 – 11.15  Coffee Break 
 
SESSION 2:  Work in the Cultural Economy 
 
11.30 – 12.00  Dave O’Brien 
 
12.00 – 12.30  Susan Luckmann 
 
12.30 – 1.00   Q & A  
 
1.00 – 2.00  Lunch Break 
 
SESSION 3:  Cultural Value 
 
2.00 – 2.40   Laboratory Adelaide (Julian Meyrick, Tully Barnett, Robert Phiddian) 
 
2.40 – 3.00   Ben Eltham 
 
3.00 – 3.30   Q & A   
  
SESSION 4:  Creative Cities 
 
3.45 – 4.15  Carl Grodach 
 
4.15 – 4.45   Kate Shaw 
 
4.45 – 5.15  Deborah Stevenson 
 
5.15 – 6.00   Q & A  
 
6.00    Ends 
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BIO – CULTURE ECONOMY FUTURES: A SYMPOSIUM 
 
Justin O'Connor is Professor of Communications and Cultural Economy in the School of Media, 
Film and Journalism, Monash University, and Visiting Professor at Shanghai Jiaotong University's 
School of Media and Design. He is also Director of the research unit Culture Media Economy and 
the Masters in Cultural and Creative Industries. He recently edited the Routledge Companion to 
the Cultural Industries with Kate Oakley, and authored Platform Paper 47: After the Creative 
Industries. He is currently finishing a book on Cultural Economy in the New Shanghai, with Xin Gu. 
 
Mark Banks is Director of the CAMEo Research Institute for Cultural and Media Economies and 
Professor of Culture and Communication at the University of Leicester, UK. His research focuses 
on the cultural and creative industries, especially cultural work, practice and policy. He is the 
author of The Politics of Cultural Work (2007) and Creative Justice: Cultural Industries, Work and 
Inequality (2017), and co-edited the collection Theorizing Cultural Work (2013) with Rosalind 
Gill and Stephanie Taylor. Recently he has been writing about art schools, dance, black British 
music and the politics of 'being in the zone' at work.  
 
Avril Joffe is a development economist with more than 20 years professional experience in the 
field of cultural policy, culture and development and the cultural economy supporting all tiers of 
government, funding bodies and arts organisations in programme design, policy development, 
strategic planning and evaluations across the African continent. She is the head of the Centre for 
Cultural Policy and Management at the Wits School of Arts, University of the Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg and coordinates the masters programme there.  Since 2011 Avril has been on 
UNESCO’s Panel of Experts for Cultural Policy and Governance with missions to develop cultural 
polices, cultural industry strategy and training for reporting on the UNESCO convention, writing 
and editing training manuals on the 2005 UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion 
of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions and developing policy toolkits and monitoring reports on 
its implementation. Avril is currently on a 9-person Ministerial appointed panel to review the 
1996 White Paper on Arts, Culture and Heritage and draft a revised cultural policy for South 
Africa.  
 
Dave O'Brien is Chancellor’s Fellow in Cultural and Creative Industries, based in the School of 
History of Art. Before coming to Edinburgh he worked as a Senior Lecturer in Cultural Policy at 
ICCE, Goldsmiths. His research currently covers five areas: cultural policy, urban policy, public 
administration, cultural value, and cultural work. These themes are captured by a range of 
recently completed and on-going projects, including: the role of cultural intermediaries in the 
creative economy; the impact of visual arts on people living with dementia; a literature review of 
cultural value and inequality; a social network analysis of early career artists; social mobility and 
class in the acting profession; Panic! Whatever happened to social mobility in the arts? urban 
regeneration policy; and the experiences of early career researchers. His main focus over the 
next year is writing up the results of a project on cultural work, which included interviews with 
over 200 cultural workers, as well as editing The Routledge Companion to Global Cultural 
Policy and The Routledge Critical Concepts in Culture and Media Studies: Cultural Policy. He tweets 
@drdaveobrien. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://culturalintermediation.wordpress.com/
https://culturalintermediation.wordpress.com/
http://dementiaandimagination.org.uk/
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/documents/project-reports-and-reviews/cultural-value-and-inequality-a-critical-literature-review/
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/documents/project-reports-and-reviews/cultural-value-and-inequality-a-critical-literature-review/
http://www.creativeworkslondon.org.uk/creative_voucher/q-art-and-city-university-london/
http://createlondon.org/event/panic-what-happened-to-social-mobility-in-the-arts/
https://earlycareerresearchers.wordpress.com/
https://www.routledge.com/Cultural-Policy/oBrien-Oakley/p/book/9781138889859


 
 

          
 
Susan Luckman is Professor: Cultural Studies and Associate Director of the Hawke EU Centre 
for Mobilities, Migrations and Cultural Transformations at the University of South Australia. She 
is an interdisciplinary cultural studies scholar whose work is concerned with the intersections of 
culture, place and creativity. Her research explores these relationships in relation to cultural and 
industries (CCIs), digital media, and grassroots innovation. Employing qualitative tools 
(interviews, participant observation, textual analysis) to add nuance to our understanding of the 
complexities of cultural and creative work as experienced by workers themselves, her research 
has helped fill the gaps in knowledge regarding cultural and creative industries by capturing the 
kinds of creative work (including part-time, self-employment and micro-business) not 
adequately accounted for by quantitative approaches to creative employment. Susan is currently 
Chief Investigator on a 3 year Australian Research Council Discovery Project 'Promoting the 
Making Self in the Creative Micro-economy' which explores how online distribution is changing 
the environment for operating a creative micro-enterprise. She is the author of Craft and the 
Creative Economy (Palgrave Macmillan 2015), Locating Cultural Work: The Politics and Poetics of 
Rural, Regional and Remote Creativity (Palgrave Macmillan 2012), and co-editor (with N. 
Thomas) Craft Economies (Bloomsbury 2018), The ‘new normal’ of working lives (with S. Taylor, 
Palgrave Macmillan 2018), and Sonic Synergies: Music, Identity, Technology and Community 
(Ashgate 2008). 
 
Laboratory Adelaide: The Value of Culture is a three-year Linkage Project that partners a team 
of researchers at Flinders University with three major cultural institutions in South Australia in a 
collaboration to find better ways of communicating the value of arts and culture beyond 
consumer data and contribution to gross domestic product. The project’s lead Chief Investigator 
is Julian Meyrick, Strategic Professor of Creative Arts at Flinders University.  He is a theatre 
historian and cultural policy analyst as well as an award winning theatre director.  Chief 
Investigator on the project, Robert Phiddian, is Associate Professor in English at Flinders 
University. He researches political satire as well as the value of culture, directs the Australasian 
Consortium of Humanities Research Centres, and was thrice chair of the Adelaide Festival of 
Ideas (2008-14) where he remains on the Board. Dr Tully Barnett is Research Fellow on the Lab 
Adelaide project; she also researches reading, digital literary environments and ways of valuing 
digital cultural infrastructure.  The three industry partners are the State Library of South 
Australia, the Adelaide Festival Corporation and the State Theatre Company of South Australia. 
 
Ben Eltham is a lecturer in the Culture Media Economy unit of Monash University's School of 
Media, Film and Journalism. After completing his PhD at Western Sydney University's Institute 
for Culture and Society, Ben took up a three-year postdoctoral fellowship at Deakin University's 
Centre for Memory, Imagination and Invention. Ben's research interests focus on Australian 
cultural policy. He also writes regularly on Australian culture and politics for the popular media. 
He is the National Affairs Correspondent at New Matilda and an arts journalist at Crikey. His 
monograph When the Goal Posts Move: Patronage, Power and Resistance in Australian Cultural 
Policy 2013-16 was published by Currency House last year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

         
     
 
Carl Grodach is a Senior Lecturer at the Queensland University of Technology, Australia. His 
research focuses on the urban development impacts of arts organizations, cultural industries, 
and cultural policy. He is co-editor of The Politics of Urban Cultural Policy: Global Perspectives 
(Routledge, 2013) and co-author of Urban Revitalization: Remaking Cities in a Changing World 
(Routledge, 2016). His research has been funded by the National Endowment for the Arts, New 
York Community Trust, and the Government of Canada. Over the past ten years, Grodach has 
taught courses in community development, cultural planning, economic development, urban 
design and urban revitalization. He received a PhD in Urban Planning from UCLA. 
 
Dr Kate Shaw is a critical urban geographer at the University of Melbourne. She is interested in 
the cultures of cities and the political-economic and social processes that shape them, in 
particular, urban planning and policy practices and their capacity to deliver social equity and 
cultural diversity. She is co-editor with Libby Porter of Whose Urban Renaissance? An 
international comparison of urban regeneration policies (Routledge 2009). Until recently Kate 
was Deputy Chair of the City of Melbourne’s Creative Spaces working group, a member of the 
Victorian State government’s live music roundtable, and advisor to the City of Sydney’s live 
music taskforce. She is currently working on a new book titled The Squander and Salvage of 
urban waterfronts, which looks at the redevelopment of deindustrialised docks and harbours in 
Melbourne, Sydney, Toronto, Vancouver, Berlin and Hamburg. 
 
Deborah Stevenson is a Professor in the Institute of Culture and Society at the Western Sydney 
University, Australia.  Her research interests are focused in particular on arts and cultural policy, 
cities and urban life, and cultural tourism. Professor Stevenson’s publications include the books: 
The City; Cities of Culture: A Global Perspective; Tourist Cultures: Identity, Place and the Traveller; 
and Cities and Urban Cultures.  She is also co-editor of the Ashgate Research Companion to Planning 
and Culture and in the in-progress Routledge Urban Media Companion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


