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for reconceiving journalism in and through the prism of the ‘Civil Sphere’ (Alexander 2006), albeit necessarily 

inflected both historically and globally. It draws on arguments, as well as journalist accounts and reflections, set 

out in Reporting Dangerously: Journalist Killings, Intimidation and Security (Cottle, Sambrook and Mosdell, 

published later this year).   

 
 

More journalists are being killed and threatened around the world than at any 

time before. How do we account for these disturbing trends and why do 

journalists increasingly put themselves in harm’s way? This presentation argues 

that if we are to better understand the motivations of journalists and the 

mobilisation of journalism as a communicative and collective enterprise, one that 

is now capable of both reporting on and recognising the human plight of others 

in violent, uncivil places, it is important to understand how journalism is caught 

up in the vortices of history and the globalising present. It is this, as well as the 

political economics of the contemporary marketplace, the practical constraints 

of news organisations and the contending discourses of propaganda and power, 

that helps to better account for the assignment of journalists who knowingly 

place themselves in perilous conditions. This presentation makes the argument 

  

 
 

Culture Media Economy (CME) is a new research unit within the School of Media, Film and Journalism, Faculty of Arts, Monash University. 

It seeks to explore the triangulation between culture, media and economy by determining and analysing intersections of new financial 

models, technological advancement, socio-cultural dynamics, and geo-political configurations. It also draws on long standing disciplinary 

approaches from the political economy of the media; cultural studies; communications studies; cultural economy; as well as emergent 

research into digital media. It is by pooling these disparate strands together that CME endeavours to provide an understanding of culture, 

media and economy as fields of academic inquiry and as practice of policy making and everyday life in contemporary times. 
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